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If your property is now listed with a broker, please disregard this offer. We will cooperate with other brokers.

g Please Clip and Mail or

. oy Call Me for More Information

1 As your real estate professional, I am available to assist you in your planning.
I Simply complete and return the following request for information or contact me
i today for immediate assistance.

1 Q Purchasing a home or second home Q Long Distance Relocation

i

i Q Selling a home or second home Q Other

I Q Purchasing or selling investment property @ Please contact me between these hours

: Q Checking on current value of my property

i Name

I Address

I City State Zip Phone_

i

|

:
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experts recommend the
following action: First, get fresh
air immediately. Second, turn off
the combustion appliances such
as heaters, ovens, etc. After
leaving your house, or where it
is that you have become sick,
call for emergency assistance
and tell the operator that you
believe you have become
poisoned by carbon monoxide.
This is important because it may
not be readily apparent if you
later become unconscious.

For many years, few people
discussed this danger. In 1994,
tennis star Vitas Gerulaitis died
as a result of carbon monoxide
poisoning and that incident
helped publicize this threat.

It is believed that about 1,500
people die every year in the
U.S. from carbon monoxide
poisoning. Thousands more
become sick.

[ndoor appliances which are not
probably vented or are other-
wise faulty can lead to carbon
monoxide poisoning. It is impor-
tant that these appliances be
regularly checked.

Carbon Mon OXide...(conrinued from page one)

Carbon Monoxide
Detectors Can Help
Protect Your Family

In the last few years, carbon
monoxide detectors have become
available and these devises can
save lives. They are inexpensive,
easy to install, and generally
appear to do their job.

According to the Consumer
Products Safety Commission,
carbon monoxide detectors and
alarms can provide much protec-
tion against carbon monoxide
poisoning. Some suggest that they
be installed in hallways near every
bedroom in the house. Care must
be taken to ensure they are not
covered by furniture or by drapes.

There are other measures that
should be taken to avoid carbon
monoxide poisoning. Never burn
charcoal inside your home or

any other confined space. Also,

do not leave a car running inside
your garage, even with the door
open. And, do not use gas appli-
ances, such as your range, oven or
clothes dryer, to heat your house. O

Reduce Energy
Usage With
Basic Home

Improvements

We probably will never see the
inexpensive energy rates of the
past. The days of cheap energy
may be over. If you have had
higher utility bills already this
winter, there may be something
you can do about it.

A major home improvement
store chain reported in this year
that the purchase of energy-
saving products continues to
boost profits. Sales of insulated
windows and blinds, light switch
dimmers, fiberglass insulation,
programmable thermostats,
weatherstripping and light-
reducing window film had risen
over 25 percent.

The demand for fluorescent
fight bulbs and water-heater
insulating jackets has more
than doubled.

Since the gasoline crises of the
early 1970s, home-constructiﬂ




techniques have favored energy-
efficiency. However, the majority
of houses in this country were built
in times when energy was less
expensive. NoO one ever worried
about raising the thermostat
because there was a seemingly
endless supply of fuel oil, natural
gas and electricity.

Now homeowners need to retrofit
older houses to reduce energy
costs.

Here are a few suggestions of
these improvements and how
much you might save:

Replacement Windows

The savings of the gas, electric
or oil bill for the following year
will be the final answer of the
savings of the energy-efficiency
of a replacement window. But
double-pane windows with low-e
(emissivity) coating can reduce
heating bills by 35 percent in cold
climates, compared with uncoated,
single-pane windows, according
to the Alliance to Save Energy,

a Washington, D.C., advocacy
group.

Low-e coatings let in visible light
but block radiant heat losses to cut
heating bills. The windows should
have solar control, or “spectrally-
selective,” coatings to block solar
heat gain to save cooling energy
but let in visible light.

The glass is not the only thing.
Windows should have insulated
frames. Metal frames without
insulation are less efficient. Vinyl,
insulated vinyl, fiberglass, and
wood frames are the most effi-
cient.

The gas filler in a double-pane
window is critical to energy effi-
ciency. High-efficiency models
use argon or krypton gas instead
of plain air. These conduct very
little heat and help the window's
insulating properties. The mate-
rial used to create the separation
between the two panes of glass,
called a thermal break, used to be

metal. New materials are better-
insulating and make the overall
window more efficient.

Window Film

Window film was first used in
commercial buildings with large
windows, but then made avail-
able for home use. The film is
applied to the glass to reduce
infrared solar heat and ultra-
violet radiation but lets in light.
Some of this window-film can
filter out as much as 98 percent
of the heat while letting the light
in. It can cost several hundred
to severalthousand dollars for
an entire house.

Insulation

Fiberglass or cellulose
insulation is one of the least-
expensive and easiest ways to
control the climate indoors.

The attic is the easiest and least
expensive place to insulate. The
insulation installed between the
joists will keep warm air from
rising higher than the top floor of
your house and the heat of the
sun from making that top floor
even hotter in the summer.

Insulation is measured in
R-values. The higher the
R-value, the better walls and
the roof will be able to resist
the transfer of heat. The federal
Department of Energy recom-
mends ranges of R-values
based on heating and ¢ooling
costs and climate conditions.
For example, attic insulation
might have an R-value of R-49
in a very cold climate such as
the New England states and

a very warm climate such as
Phoenix. The goal is to block
the transfer of heat through the
roof, whether it is coming from
outside or inside.

R-11 to R-28 insulation is
recommended for interior walls,
again depending on the climate.

Some fiberglass insulation is

paper-faced, which makes it
easier to handle and install.
A roll of paper-faced R-19, for
example has enough insula-
tion to cover 87 square feet.
Just measure the area to get
an accurate cost at the home
improvement store.

Programmable
Thermostats

An excellent investment for little
cost, probably about $100. You
can save as much as 10 percent
a year in both heating and
cooling costs by adjusting the

- times you want-the furnace or .

central air system to be turned
on or off automatically.

Light Dimmers

They typically cost $16 to $29,
but say electric utility compa-
nies, you can “reduce lighting
intensity, increase the life of

the bulbs and save energy.”
However, never use dimmers on
any fluorescent lighting.

Weatherstripping

Weatherstripping tape, felt or
foam, costs from under $1 to
$12, depending on the level of
sophistication. This is an easy
and quick way to stop air leaks.

Fluorescent Bulbs

Fluorescent bulbs do cost more
than incandescent bulbs, but
they are more efficient and can
last six to 40-times longer, thus.
paying for themselves over a
short time.

Water Heater Jackets

This sounds good, but it is not.
Water Heater Jackets cost
under $30, but if you put one
on an old or inefficient water
heater, it is a waste of time and
money. Water heaters tend to
last 10 to 15 years, so as the
replacement date approaches,
consider an energy-efficient
model. They, like fluorescent
lights, cost more but save
enough money over the long
term to pay for themselves. O







